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Millions wasted on needless jabs for
pets, say vets

By David Derbyshire, Science Correspondent
Last Updated: 12:56AM BST 02 Apr 2004

Pet owners are wasting millions of pounds each year on unnecessary booster
vaccinations for cats and dogs, it was claimed yesterday.

More than 30 vets have signed an open letter stating that many vaccines for
life-threatening diseases last for many years and sometimes provide life-long
immunity.

That made the annual boosters recommended by the manufacturers of
vaccines unnecessary, they said.

But the vets' professional body rejected the claims and warned that animals
would suffer if their owners neglected regular jabs.

Many vets send letters each year to pet owners, reminding them to update
their animals' vaccinations. A single booster injection can cost between £20
and £40.

The letter, published in the Veterinary Times, claims that the original vaccines
for many diseases, including distemper, cat flu and parvovirus, last for many
years.

Recent American research states "there is no proof that many of the yearly
vaccinations are necessary and that protection in many instances may be life-
long".

It said that some vaccines could cause "adverse events", including allergic
reactions and cancer in cats. Vets stress the importance of vaccinations in
preventing disease but called for boosters to be given every three years.

"Those who continue to give annual vaccinations in the light of the new
evidence may well be acting contrary to the welfare of the animals committed
to their care.”

However animals should be examined by vets every year.

But vaccine manufacturers said they recommended yearly boosters because
they could not prove that all animals received long-term immunity.

David Sutton, a spokesman for Intervet, a veterinary drug manufacturer, said:
"We base our recommendations on the science and the science tells us that
we don't know how long immunity lasts in individual animals."

The British Small Animal Veterinary Association said the letter did not
represent the views of most vets but that of a minority who had "sympathies
with homeopathic medicine. Vaccination has provided the single greatest
contribution to the health of our pets over recent decades.

Text Size u n

Email this article

=
3

Print this article

Share this article

< i K

What are these?
Digg | submit
Related Content

More on UK News

Wet summer causes
ticks and flea
outbreak

Pet subjects

Give your pet cover
a CAT scan

Junk food is causing
pet obesity epidemic

Kray twins paintings

EDITOR'S CHOICE

Bette Midler feels like an
impostor
3 Why does the star of the
biggest, brashest, show
Vegas has ever seen
harbour such doubts?

Insomnia linked to mental illness

Comparison websites face stiff
competition

Tough times for foxes in the UK

From shepherdess to princess

NEWS MOST VIEWED

l' TODAY T PAST WEEK T PAST MONTH 1

1. Pink dolphin appears in US lake

2. Japanese emperor to visit Pearl Harbor
for first time since war

3. Military to use new gel that stops
bullets

4. Heath Ledger's final film “struggling to
secure release’

5. A model of biblical proportions: man
spends 30 years creating a model of
Herod’s Temple

SPONSORED FEATURES

Test drive the new Alfa MiTo
Find out more about Alfa Romeo's new
compact car. Request a brochure or



http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/rss
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/feeds
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/fashion/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/atoz
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://dating.telegraph.co.uk/s/a/4167
http://www.clueduppuzzles.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/offers/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/offers/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/celebritynews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/scienceandtechnology/science/sciencenews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newsvideo/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
mailto:?subject=A Telegraph reader thought you would be interested in this article&body=Depending on your email program, you may be able to click on the link in the email. Alternatively, you may have to open a web browser, such as Firefox or Internet Explorer, and copy the link over into the address bar. %0A%0Ahttp://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1458331/Millions-wasted-on-needless-jabs-for-pets-say-vets.html %0A%0AFor the best content online, visit www.telegraph.co.uk
javascript:print()
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/about-us/4590190/Share-this-article---What-are-these.html
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuknews%2F1458331%2FMillions-wasted-on-needless-jabs-for-pets-say-vets.html&title=Millions+wasted+on+needless+jabs+for+pets%2C+say+vets&media=News
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuknews%2F1458331%2FMillions-wasted-on-needless-jabs-for-pets-say-vets.html&title=Millions+wasted+on+needless+jabs+for+pets%2C+say+vets&media=News
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1566242/Wet-summer-causes-ticks-and-flea-outbreak.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1566242/Wet-summer-causes-ticks-and-flea-outbreak.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1566242/Wet-summer-causes-ticks-and-flea-outbreak.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/3357263/Pet-subjects.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/personalfinance/insurance/2819109/Give-your-pet-cover-a-CAT-scan.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/personalfinance/insurance/2819109/Give-your-pet-cover-a-CAT-scan.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/2437822/Junk-food-is-causing-pet-obesity-epidemic.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/2437822/Junk-food-is-causing-pet-obesity-epidemic.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/uknews/4926374/Kray-twins-art-sale--paintings-by-Reggie-and-Ronnie-Kray-up-for-auction.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/uknews/4926553/Science-Museum-Object-Store-Brought-to-Life-Exploring-the-History-of-Medicine.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4838080/Bette-Midler-I-give-it-to-em-between-the-eyes.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4838080/Bette-Midler-I-give-it-to-em-between-the-eyes.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4838080/Bette-Midler-I-give-it-to-em-between-the-eyes.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/4862280/Can-sleep-deprivation-be-the-cause-of-mental-illness.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/mediatechnologyandtelecoms/technology/4902136/Comparison-websites-face-stiff-competition.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/mediatechnologyandtelecoms/technology/4902136/Comparison-websites-face-stiff-competition.html
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/peter_wedderburn/blog/2009/03/02/tough_times_for_foxes_in_the_uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/fashion/4903764/Reader-makeover-From-shepherdess-to-princess.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/4927224/Pink-dolphin-appears-in-US-lake.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/japan/4918516/Japanese-emperor-to-visit-Pearl-Harbor-for-first-time-since-war.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/japan/4918516/Japanese-emperor-to-visit-Pearl-Harbor-for-first-time-since-war.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/defence/4862103/Military-to-use-new-gel-that-stops-bullets.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/defence/4862103/Military-to-use-new-gel-that-stops-bullets.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/celebritynews/4913936/Heath-Ledgers-final-film-struggling-to-secure-release.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/celebritynews/4913936/Heath-Ledgers-final-film-struggling-to-secure-release.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/howaboutthat/4837528/A-model-of-biblical-proportions-man-spends-30-years-creating-a-model-of-Herods-Temple.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/howaboutthat/4837528/A-model-of-biblical-proportions-man-spends-30-years-creating-a-model-of-Herods-Temple.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/howaboutthat/4837528/A-model-of-biblical-proportions-man-spends-30-years-creating-a-model-of-Herods-Temple.html
http://www.thelatestcars.co.uk/partner/telegraphmotoring/brochures.epl?offer=16682&campaign=566

	V0cyUyQy1zYXktdmV0cy5odG1sAA==: 
	tg_search: 
	queryText: 
	Search: 




